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Land Acknowledgement

| would like to acknowledge respectfully the Indigenous Peoples on whose lands
SUNY Brockport and the Cumming Nature Center now stand, the Onéndowa'ga
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SUNY Brockport Anthropology works to promote the support and recognition of
indigenous students, scholars, and colleagues at the college and in all our
research endeavors.
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I: A History of Frost Town
lI: Studying a Ghost Town
lI: Archaeology at Frost Town

lIl: Conclusion — The Ecology of a Ghost
Town

IV: The Future of Frost Town
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Frost Town’'s
e 1779 Brutal Effort to Destabilize Haudenosaunee

O rlgl NS: Th e Populations by Destroying their Crops and
Villages

Ft. Sullivan
(Tioga) nawarsing @

Hieville @

© Photo Credit: Matthew Conheady - NYHistoric.com
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Families with
Deep Roots

Macumber
Hall

Dyer
Hatch

Wilcox




Lumber Extracted for Years

e Short Track Railway Built in

Briggs Gully

Logging

* Logs transported to Honeoye

Lake




* Meyer’s Camp on Honeoye Lake saw logs coming down
Briggs Creek into the early 1900s

Logging Industries

* Logging continued in the area for generations after the first
boom in the early 19t century




e But much of the area went to agriculture and pastoralism

Agriculture

* Hops, potatoes, berries, even watermelons




e South Bristol becomes known
for pastoralism, as was Frost

I AgfiCUltU re Town specifically

* The area was cleared in large
swaths across the Bristol Hills




* By the 1920’s most of the logging infrastructure was in ruins,
including the Meyers Logging Camp and railway track in

Abandonment Brigas Gully

* Much of Frost Town was similarly abandoned
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Becoming a Ghost Town

Shortsville Enterprise 1963
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Foliage Tourists
See Local Color

The foliage tourists arve arriving in Ontario County
this week having followed the changing fall colors, in
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THE MACUMBERS: A FAMILY IN THE

CUMMING NATURE CENTER'S PAST

A THESIS

Submitted to the Faculty of
State University of New York College
at Oneonta at its Cooperstown Graduate Programs
in partial fulfillment of requirements
for the degree of Master of Arts

Mary Latus Shedlock

1980
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Frost Town Archaeology 2017-Present

e Studying the remnants of Frost
Town since 2017

 Started with Family Archaeology
Days and Camps

* |n 2019 and 2022, we held
undergraduate archaeological
field schools.




11k
Archaeology
at Frost
Town







I House Foundations

Foundations are scattered
throughout the property.

Most of them just look like
random piles of rocks.

But the area had so many
different houses, barns,
and structures with field
stone foundations that are
now lost.
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I A Carriage House or Barn

* Located at the Hall Site,
just west of the main Hall
Site.

 Materials date to the late
19th/Early 20t century

* (Clear indications it was not
a residence




I Pottery Caches

FTA 2022 Holl Residence:

Q\s 0oz (oof) 813122 (Gummic

LWAT.6.

Just south of the
foundation, we’ve found
large concentrations of
trash, including collections
of pottery.
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Shoes, Buttons, Pipes, and Other Clothing Materials




Frozen Charlotte

FTA2022 [y Residence,

Qu 002 729 Cerome

FTA 2022 Hall Residente

R\S 00Z 8l3|22 Ceramic

19t to early 20t century
children’s toy found among
the trash deposits

One of the only clear
indications of childhood
we’ve discovered at Frost
Town






I The Macumber Site

* Family Archaeology Day
site

e Built sometime in the
1870’s, most likely

e Excavations will continue!







The Wilderness Team/Saw Mill

* |dentified in 2021 as part
of the LiDAR Ground
Truthing Survey

* Probably dates to the
1870’s and is most likely a
saw mill
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* Field Stone Walls

 Abandoned Roads
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I Natural Features Modified by Humans

Logging Stands

Wolf Trees

Apple Trees
Abandoned Orchards

Vegetation Tracks
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The Cumming Nature
Center as Wilderness
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Part IV: The
Future of Frost
Town
Archaeology




Frost Town Public Archaeology

* In 2023, we will help administer two weeks of summer
archaeology camps through the RMSC

* On October 8-9t, we will be hosting a Frost Town
Festival of sorts, doing public archaeology, but also
expanding the event to include heritage makers, period
games, and other interactive activities.

* In 2024, the full undergraduate team will be back with
multiple opportunities for public engagement




Frost Town Q(hibit

* The Frost Town exhibit will be up through November of
2023

* Following November, we will discuss reducing the
exhibit to a small, permanent component

 We are also in talks with RIT Press about producing an
exhibit catalogue




Frost Town’s Publications

* Frost Town will appear in the Routledge Handbook for
the Publicly Engaged Humanities and Social Sciences.

* We are currently working on a number of publications
related to Frost Town and regional archaeology,
preparing for New York History journal and the Journal
of Historical Archaeology

 We are in talks to organize a kid’s book on Frost Town

* Finally, in 2025, we will be preparing a book length
publication on the project




Frost Town 2024

* In 2024, we plan to have the full undergraduate field school,
integrating their study with the RMSC camps and public
archaeology days.

* We will expand excavations to smaller sites throughout the
area, focusing less on the Hall Site, though continuing
excavation within the building and the carriage house.

* We plan to explore the Wilderness Site further

* | also hope we can do some targeted excavation at the G. Brown
site and the Hiram Abbey site

e Finally, | will be living in Naples and reaching out to hopefully
you all to conduct interviews on the family histories of Frost
Town, but also your memories, stories, and thoughts about the
logging community and heritage of Frost Town.
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