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Introduction and Brief Background: 
Frost Town Archaeology (FTA) is a new project, directed by Dr. Alexander Smith of SUNY Brockport, 

working closely with the Cumming Nature Center (CNC) in Naples, NY. The project is intended to be a 

multi-year research endeavor that seeks to investigate the area known as Frost Town or West Bristol. 

This area, around what is still known as Frost Hill and Frost Hill Road, was once a logging town, located a 

few miles north of Naples, NY. The ample streams in the area allowed for the collection of water to 

operate sawmills around the old growth forests that were once part of the Finger Lakes ecosystem. This 

wood was transferred to Naples, Hemlock Lake, and Canandaigua Lake to be floated up to the city of 

Canandaigua and beyond. 

Frost Town Archaeology seeks to combine historical information from the Cumming Nature Center and 

various local historical societies, ethnohistorical data from previous research, and archaeology evidence 

from abandoned sites that are found through the property of the CNC. While Frost Town extended 

beyond the current CNC property and many houses that were built as part of the community are still in 

use today, the CNC still has at least three abandoned foundations on its property. All three of these 

foundations are of houses that were abandoned sometime between the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries. Much of Frost Town was abandoned during this era, as the logging industry gave way to 

agriculture, and pre-industrial agriculture fell to more mechanized and therefore unsuitable methods in 

the region after World War I.  

Frost Town is a tale of ecological exploitation and collapse, which forms the foundational analytical 

models of Frost Town Archaeology. Why did the town dwindle in population and ultimately disband to 

other communities? How were the natural resources exploited? What changes to the social landscape 

did logging and the collapse of the industry bring to the Finger Lakes Region? What impacts did all of this 

have on indigenous populations as well as migrant groups? What can we learn from this dynamic and 

destructive period in Finger Lakes history? 

Our project seeks to not only understand this rich history through material culture, ethnographic data, 

and historical records, but to also educate students of all ages. At the core of FTA is a commitment to 

pedagogy and public outreach. FTA was run as an undergraduate field school in 2019 with six students 

and five trench supervisors and will continue as a field school biannually. It is also meant to help run 

various archaeology camps for children, administered through the CNC and the Rochester Museum and 

Science Center (RMSC). In 2019, for instance, FTA oversaw two weeks of children, ages 9-15, excavating 

at the site. FTA is meant to not only provide an environment where undergraduate students can learn 

archaeology, move up the ranks of the project, as well as produce scholarly material, but also to engage 

with pedagogy and public outreach, as the undergraduates were responsible for helping administer the 

camps in 2019, teaching even younger students about archaeology.  

Finally, as the next section will explain, FTA is a newly formed research paradigm that stems from 

research that has been carried out at the CNC since at least 2012 in terms of archaeology and since the 

1970’s in terms of historical analyses. Our first official season of FTA was in 2019, before which Dr. Smith 

and the team were involved in many different small operations surrounding the archaeology and history 

of Frost Town. FTA is the newest iteration and an attempt to create a more holistic research agenda, 

building off of previous work that has been done sporadically in the past.  
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Establishing a New System 
Frost Town has been the focus of investigations for years; at least since 2012, though some artifacts that 

have been discovered at the CNC have dates of 2004 on their bags. The systems in place for studying the 

archaeology of the region have been generally geared toward public archaeology, including children’s 

camps, community days, and family weekends. Unfortunately, excavations that took place before 2019 

were not super rigid in their methodology and documentation. In 2018, Dr. Smith began implementing 

paper documentation for the site, which was subsequently overhauled in 2019.  

Three different sites have also been the target of investigation since 2012. These are known as the Frost 

Hill Road site (which is now the Hall Residence and has also been labelled the McGeary site), the 

Maycumber (located on Gulick Road) site, and the Hiram Abbey site. To further control excavation and 

analysis, we decided to focus on just one archaeological site going forward: The Hall Residence or the 

Frost Hill Road site.  

We also created a site grid system in 2019 to create some spatial understanding the site on a larger 

scale. In other words, excavations that had taken place beforehand were not necessarily a known 

distance apart from one another or oriented similarly, leading to confusion in mapping and analysis. In 

response to this, we established a grid along the cardinal directions of the site, marking every five 

meters with a total station, starting at an origin point located just south and west of the site’s 

foundation. We used this system to mark out the shovel test trenches (see Shovel Test Pit Methodology 

below) and excavation trenches (see Trench Layout below).  

Finally, we implemented an entirely new system for processing and documenting artifacts after 

excavation. While the artifact database had been established in 2018, which we continue to use for any 

season before 2019, we implemented a rigid labelling and documentation system for all subsequent 

work at Frost Town during the 2019 season. The results of this process are listed in Section III. 

2019 Operations: 
In 2019, we focused exclusively on what we call the Hall Residence. This foundation was the subject of 

previous excavations and previously known as the Frost Hill Road Site. The Hall Residence was chosen as 

a new name based on the residents of the site featured on an early map from the mid-19th century. The 

last owner of the house appears to be a David Pierpont, who may have died in the house in 1913. 

Nevertheless, recordings made by Christopher Clarke in the 1980’s of living former Frost Town 

inhabitants mention that the Maycumber family was the last to inhabit the house at the turn of the 

century. This same family owned many of the properties located in the area.  

Over the course of the 2019 season, we excavated 10 1x1 (Section II) meter units in our new system and 

27 shovel test pits (Section I). We also re-excavated 4 1x1m units, 1 0.5x0.5m unit, and one 1x2m unit 

during the outreach events, the results of which are listed in Section II.  

Hall Residence: 
The Hall Residence is located atop a promontory on what is now known as Frost Hill Road. It is located 

just south of the road and just west of Briggs Creek, which forms a steep slope on the east side of the 

house foundation. Just to the north of the road is the abandoned cemetery for West Bristol or Frost 

Town, which still exhibits some gravestones from residents of the house (including the Hall family and 

the Maycumber family). The remains in the graves were removed in the early 20th century to South 

Bristol. 
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The site itself is composed of a large field stone foundation with two distinctive sections. Foundation 

walls are still intact on the western half of the site, which exhibits a rectangular shape of approximately 

4m in the east/west orientation and 6-7m north/south. The eastern half of the foundation has the 

opposite orientation with approximately 6-7m east/west and 3-4m north/south oriented walls. The 

house is not exactly aligned with the cardinal directions but is oriented at a 5 to 10 degree counter-

clockwise rotation along the ridge of the promontory above the road. There is a clear doorway that once 

connected the two sub-floors between the western and eastern parts of the foundation, seemingly build 

into the masonry. The walls are much better preserved in the western half of the site (preserved up to 1-

1.5m), though both halves were made of the same dry-stone masonry with local materials (shale 

bedrock and glacial erratics from the nearby stream). The walls on the eastern half of the site are poorly 

preserved, up to only approximately 0.5m most likely owing to a large chestnut tree growing out of its 

easternmost extent. There is also a large quantity of brick surrounding the eastern edge of the 

foundation, possibly indicating a fireplace (though obscured by the chestnut tree). There are also a large 

number of bricks in the middle of the western exterior wall, possibly indicating the position of another 

fireplace. There are also many artifacts in the foundation itself, including glass, metal objects, and the 

occasional ceramic.  

 

Figure 1: View of the foundation’s western half facing northeast. 

To the south of the foundation and slightly to the west is the well of the house. It is located within 5m of 

the house and it appears to be at least a few meters deep with intact dry masonry, field stone walls. To 

the south and east of the foundation (approximately 5-8m) is a dirt hump, possible from previous 

excavations (back dirt), but also appears to have material culture elements. It is also located in what 
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might be a good spot for a privy. Finally, as was discovered in 2019, there is a collection of metal farm 

equipment located to the west of the foundation (approximately 15m), which exhibited a large amount 

of material culture (described in more detail in Section I). 

2019 Timeline: 
The 2019 FTA field season was split into three distinctive parts. The first was a three-week field school 

with undergraduate students, the second was two weeks’ worth of archaeology camps run through the 

RMSC, and the final part was a Family Archaeology Weekend later on in September. Listed below too is 

the work of students during the academic year to complete the documentation of the season. 

The timeline for these components to the FTA 2019 field season are as follows: 

- July 22nd – August 9th: Archaeological field school. Students worked Monday to Friday during this 

three week stretch. 

- August 5th – 16th: RMSC Archaeology Camps. The first week overlapped with the field school 

students 

- September 14th – 15th: Family Archaeology Weekend 

- Fall 2019 – Spring 2020: Emily Russell and Emily Yahn worked in the Anthropology Lab at SUNY 

Brockport to complete documentation. 

- Fall 2020 – Spring 2021: Kaitlin Adams worked in the Anthropology Lab at SUNY Brockport. 

 

Figure 2: Frost Town team members and young campers from the Rochester Museum and Science Center excavating. 
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2019 Team Members: 
The FTA 2019 team was composed of one co-director, five trench supervisors, six students, and a few 

volunteers. 

Director  

- Dr. Alexander J. Smith (SUNY Brockport Anthropology) 

Trench Supervisors 

- Michael Garth (Brown ’19, Iceland ’20 MA) 

- Rani Gill (Brockprot ’19, Binghamton ’21 MA) 

- Bekah Leathersich (Brockport ’19) 

- Samantha Russello (Brockport ’19, Binghamton ’21 MA) 

- Emma Wagner (Brockport ’19, NC State ’22 MA) 

Students 

- Brandon Amthor (Brockport ’21) 

- Alyssa Bressette (Brockport ’21) 

- Emily Russell (Brockport ’22) 

- Max Traub (Brockport ’20) 

- Chris Vidler (Brockport ’21) 

- Emily Yahn (Brockport ’22) 

Volunteers 

- Chris Matagne (Brockport ’13) – Camp Counselor  

- Nathan Hayes, Angela Cannon-Crothers, Vincent Feucht, and the rest of the staff of the RMSC 

and CNC and the counselors at the RMSC. 

Sponsoring Institutions:  
The 2019 Season of FTA was only possible with the help of the Dean’s Office at SUNY Brockport, as well 

as the help and support of the Cumming Nature Center. Our Family Archaeology Weekend in September 

was also sponsored by the Rochester Society of the Archaeological Institute of America’s with a $450 

Society Outreach Grant.  
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Figure 3: Team members (left to right) Bekah Leathersich, Emma Wagner, Rani Gill, Max Traub, and Christopher Vidler on the 
last day of field school excavations. 

Section I: Shovel Test Pits 
Our first steps toward understanding the Hall Residence was to do shovel test pitting of the areas 

surrounding the ruined foundation and well. The section on methodology below will go into more detail 

on this subject, but the pits were placed at five meter intervals, radiating west and south of the site 

center. The area investigated by the shovel test pits was circumscribed by brush and a creek that forms 

a natural barrier around the property to the south and east. In other words, we wanted to see just how 

far west we could still find artifacts. In so doing, as the results page will discuss, we discovered how 

artifact concentrations radiate out from the site and which portions of the site warrant further, more 

detailed excavation and analysis.  

Shovel Test Pit Methodology: 
The shovel test pit methodology was fairly simple. After establishing the site grid and plotting out a 

5x5m grid across the western portion of the site, we then used the grid points as our starting place for 

our shovel test trenches as we called them, or STTs. 

In order to assess the STTs in a consistent manner, we would spray point a circle that would be 

approximately 0.2 square meters, or 8.1cm in radius. Using a string marked with lines at 8.1 cm, we 



Frost Town Archaeology: 2019 Field Season 9 
 

would use the center grid point as or circle center, rotate the string around a stake nailed in at the 

center point, and use the marking on the string as a guide to draw our circles. These were not exact but 

were of more or less similar size. The grid lines were measured via tapes, but eventually were also 

corroborated using a Total Station.  

 

Figure 4: An example of the beginning of a shovel test pit. The circular area would be outlined with spray paint to approximate 
the 0.2 square meters of space. 

Excavation would then ensue of the encircled area and each STT would have a unit form. If any 

stratigraphy was encountered, it was noted, but not recorded via a separate form. Excavation would 

continue until the deposit reached a sterile layer. The depth of each trench was noted at its conclusion 

and any artifacts were recorded and collected. These were later washed and weighed by artifact type. 

All STT dirt was also sifted and recorded for soil color and texture. At the conclusion of the STT, a plastic 

tag with the name of the trench and date was placed at the bottom of the circular hole and then 

backfilled. Each of these units provided a small statistical sampling, which could then be mapped on to a 

larger image of the site itself. 
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Figure 5:  Young students from the Rochester Museum and Science Center excavating a shovel test pit, supervised by Michael 
Garth. 

Shovel Test Pit Results: 
In total, we analyzed 27 STT units over the course of four weeks (this began the first week of excavation 

and continued during the second week of summer camp). The exact data, including all the forms and 

measurements for the test pits, are available in the Frost Town data archives, which are housed on 

Dropbox and on external hard drives at SUNY Brockport. Below is a table of the finds from the STT units 

as well as a map of the artifact weights at the site. 

General Observations and Spatial Trends: 
The shovel test pit operations revealed some interesting trends in the archaeological data. As the map 

above shows, the highest concentration of artifacts was actually not immediately proximal to the house 

foundation or the well, but indeed to the west and north of the foundation, roughly nearby Frost Hill 

Road. The artifacts found in the STTs located in the northwest of the sample area displayed significant 

amounts of metal objects and some ceramics, possibly indicating refuse or some out building. There was 

indeed a collection of large field stones immediately surrounding STT 19 and STT 21 where a significant 

quantity of material was found. This may indicate a destroyed out-building, shed, or a collection of 

construction debris. Further excavation of the area around this concentration of large stones will allow 

us to understand more. This anomaly would not have been seen if it weren’t for the clearing of the area 

in preparation for the STT units, as well as the actual excavation of STT units nearby the cluster of 

stones. 
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Table 1: A list of the STTs and the materials found within each (in grams). “Other” is usually charcoal in this case. 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Spatial representation of the STT units by weight of metal found. Image prepared by Emily Yahn. Note: there is an 
overrepresentation of dots on this figure, but the smallest dots represent 0 values. The well is also visible next to the furthest 

east red dot. 

STT Date Easting Northing Metal (gr) Brick (gr) Ceramic (gr) Glass (gr) Bone (gr) Other (gr)

1 7.23/24.19 1000 1000 0.05

2 7.24.19 995 1000

3 7.24.19 995 995

4 7.25.19 995 990 0.2

5 7.25.19 990 990 0.05

6 7.25.19 990 995

7 7.25.19 985 995 0.05

8 7.25.19 990 1000

9 7.25.19 1000 990 0.05

10 7.25.19 985 1000

11 7.26.19 1000 995 0.05 0.05

12 7.26.19 985 1005 4

13 7.26.19 990 1005

14 7.26.19 985 1010

15 7.26.19 1005 990 0.05 0.05

16 7.26.19 990 1010 0.05

17 7.29.19 1005 995 4

18 8.5.19 990 1015

19 8.5.19 985 1015 77.9 6.7 1.6

20 8.6-8.19 990 1020

21 8.6.19 985 1020 1 2.4

22 8.8/9.19 995 1015 157.9 1.8

23 8.8.19 1000 1015

24 8.8/9.19 995 1010 11 0.05 0.5

25 8.12-14.19 1000 1010 20 0.05

26 8.12-14.19 995 1020 1.1 3.4

27 8.12-14.19 990 1025 72.6
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Figure 7: Spatial representation of the STT units by weight of glass found. Prepared by Emily Yahn. Note: there is an 
overrepresentation of dots on this figure, but the smallest dots represent 0 values. 

 

Figure 8: Key to the position of STT units. Blue X’s represent areas that were not investigated, and the red X is the point 1010E, 
1000N, where we took a measurement with our differential GPS to align the grid. 

Between STT 23 and STT 26, there was also a large depression in the surface of the ground, sloping 

down toward Frost Hill Road to the north. This depression may indicate a pathway or even driveway 

leading to the road on the hill. The area immediately around it also showed a significant density of 

material and slightly different soil matrices than in areas to the southwest of the building foundation, for 

instance. It may be worthwhile investigating this portion of the site further with Shovel Test Trench units 

during the 2021 season.  
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To the south and west in particular, there were very few objects to be found, even relatively close to the 

foundation itself. This is a rather clear indication to us that activities on the site were more concentrated 

in the immediate space around the well and foundation, as well as proximal to Frost Hill Road. Future 

excavation outside of the immediate vicinity of the foundation should be located to the immediate west 

and north of the site, alongside the road.  

Section II: Excavation Work 
Excavation in 2019 was carried out starting week 2 of the field school and continuing into week 3, 4 

(camp week), and briefly taken up again during Family Archaeology Weekend in September. The 

majority of work done was carried out in weeks 2 and 3 of the field season, though some minor work 

was carried out during week 4 and Family Archaeology Weekend.  

Trench Layout: 
By 2018, it became clear that the trench system that had been in place from 2017-2018 was confusing. 

As mentioned above, an entire site grid was laid out at the beginning of the 2019 season and indeed the 

trenches that were opened during week 2 and 3 of the field school all align to this grid system.  

Using the 5x5 meter site grid oriented toward the cardinal directions as a reference, we created a more 

detailed grid system immediately surrounding the foundation of the site with 1x1m trench units 

extending across the areas of interest on the site. The origin point of these units extends approximately 

5m to the west of the foundation and 15m south, capturing all the visible architectural features noted at 

the start of the 2019 season (with a 5m buffer).  

In previous years, we had used a naming system that simply designated Trench A, B, C, etc., which 

proved confusing during lab work and when retracing our trenches. The new system takes a letter for its 

easting (A, B, C, etc.) and a number for its northing (1, 2, 3, etc.) to create the alphanumeric system 

across the area surrounding the foundation (the first 1x1m unit, A1, being approximately 5m to the west 

and 15m to the south of the foundation). For instance, in 2019, we dug R15, P13, Q14, etc. This will 

immensely simplify our recording capabilities and our ability to retrace our steps in the 2021 season.  

Although the alpha-numeric system is already in place, the grid system is easily adaptable and malleable 

if any changes needed to be made in the future. As stated in the Shovel test Pit Results section, the 

addition of potential architectural features further to the west is something that may force a 

modification of this system in the future. 

Excavation Unit Methodology: 
Our parameters for placing excavation in 2019 were two-fold. For one, we wanted to isolate an area of 

the site that had not been ravaged by previous excavations. Secondly, we hoped to find a space outside 

of the foundation that might give us an indication of what outdoor spaces were used for and some clues 

as to where a privy might be located. Finally, we sought to locate the trenches in a space that could 

support multiple excavation units side by side. The area that fit this description best was a swath of 

relatively untouched land located to the south and east of the site foundation, just east of the well for 

the house. This area showed a lot of potential, exhibiting brick deposits on the surface and showing little 

to no disturbance by excavation or other anthropogenic forces. This is where we concentrated eight of 

our trenches and the majority of our work for the 2019 season. 
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Figure 9: The eight trenches that were the focus of the three week field school facing south with R15 (left) and P15 (right) in the 
foreground. 

To establish a functional system and in order to fit all eleven students and trench supervisors in the 

space, we utilized a simple Wheeler-Kenyon box grid, creating a checkerboard pattern of open 

excavations. Our initial trench openings were then P15, P13, P11, Q14, and R15. Later during the 

campaign we opened Q12 (in line with the box grid) then eventually P14 and Q13 after we discovered 

some interesting potential architecture in these trenches. In terms of trench supervision, P15 was 

overseen by Samantha Russello, P14 was overseen by Emma Wagner, P13 was overseen by Bekah 

Leathersich and Emma Wagner, P11 was overseen by Rani Gill, Q14 and Q13 were overseen by Emma 

Wagner, Q12 was overseen by Rani Gill, and R15 was overseen by Michael Garth. 
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Figure 10: Zoomed out image of the 10 trenches laid out in 2019. Map by A. Smith. 

 

Figure 11: Zoomed in image of the ten trenches again. Notice the well just to the west of the main block of eight trenches. Map 
by A. Smith. 
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Excavation Units: 
In total, 10 new trenches were opened and six trenches on the former system were used for the camp 

students and public archaeology days. For the purposes of clarity below, the trenches in the new system 

are outlined individually in detail, and the excavation of the old trenches are discussed in a separate 

section at the end. It should be stated, however, that the excavation of the old trenches were fairly 

haphazard, owing to the manner in which the trenches were initially excavated, and the many instances 

of excavation over the past 2 years. In other words, the trenches have interesting materials but are 

stratigraphically compromised, hence why we use them as interactive spaces for kids.  

As a note to the depths displayed below, these depths are all according to a relative system that was set 

up in 2019. Essentially, the numbers represent a negative value (39 cm below for example) with respect 

to the Z coordinate of the top of the rebar in the northwest corner of P15 (1015E, 1000N or technically 

1014.996E, 1000.035N, 99.643Z). This is an arbitrary point that was chosen due to its relative stability, 

which was initially used as a fixed point for plum bob and tape measurements. In the system then, a 

depth of 10cm listed in the tables below is an actual Z of 99.543. The use of a total station to measure 

this began on 7.30.19, which means the first days of excavation involved the measuring of trench depth 

with plum bob and measuring tape from the rebar in P15. This less accurate process led to some 

inconsistencies in the trench depth data, especially as we transitioned to the use of the total station (see 

below).  

This arbitrary Z coordinate is based on the setup rebar point of 1020E, 990N, with a Z designation of 

exactly 100m. The number 100 was chosen as an easy starting place for the fixed point that was 

primarily used as a setup point for the total station throughout the season. Many other points (including 

other rebar at grid points and fixed points on the structure itself) were measured in this system. Some of 

these include 1020E, 1000N, 99.091Z; 1020E, 995N, 99.611Z; 1015E, 990N, 100.206Z; 1015E, 995N, 

99.797Z; 1010E, 1000N, 100.435Z; 1010E, 995N, 100.182Z; 1010E, 990N, 100.420Z. Three other fixed 

points were labelled on large, stable stones in the Hall Residence foundation. These were labelled 1 

(1016.186E, 1005.684N, 98.936Z), 2 (1009.337E, 1010.534N, 99.445Z), and 3 (1007.855E, 1007.855N, 

99.826Z).  

As a final note on stratigraphy, unless otherwise noted, stratigraphic relationships were simple and 

linear (000-001-002-003). When a trench does not exhibit a simple stratigraphic relationship, its Harris 

Matrix is exhibited below. 

P15: 
Beginning on 7/26/19, Trench P15 was initially chosen as a starting place because of the presence of 

brick in the surface material. It seemed easily approachable and would yield interesting materials 

quickly. It also looked like a collapse deposit, giving us some insight into what the house may have 

looked like (where were there fireplaces or other architectural features).  

P15 started with a surface layer 000 (10YR 3/2) and was changed to 001 (10YR 2/2) when the grass and 

grass roots gave way to the rich black top soil. As with most of our trenches, 001 exhibited a large 

amount of materials, and was deep. It comprised the soil surrounding some of the fallen brick deposits 

in particular, which was fairly deep in P15. The soil color changed slightly and the dirt became noticeably 

more compact, prompting us to change contexts to 002 (10YR 2/2). 001 and 002 had similar material 

culture, containing large amounts of brick, metal objects, and pottery, including stamped pottery. The 
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context was changed again to 003 (10YR 4/2) in as the soil became lighter grey and stony. 003 still 

contained a large amount of material culture and charcoal deposits. Excavation ended arbitrarily at 003 

(no change in soil detected). 

 

Figure 12: Final image recorded of P15. Notice the large metal artifacts in the frame. These were lifted out subsequently. 

P15 exhibited a linear stratigraphic relationship where each successive layer had a large number of brick 

pieces. In 002 and 003, material culture became more numerous, potentially indicating objects that 

existed within and underneath the collapse, indicated by the evident bricks. The increase in material 

culture, couples with the increase in the presence of charcoal, ceramic, glass and metal may hint at 

some sort of refuse deposit beneath the collapse, or remains from an out-building of some sort 

associated with the house.  

 

Figure 13: An Iron claw foot of what seems to be from either a washing machine or stove of some sort 
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Figure 14: Trench supervisor Samantha Russello holding the iron claw foot. 

In terms of finds, stamped pottery was recovered from 002, though ceramics were evident in all the 

layers. As stated above, more various types of material culture was present in 002 and 003, including 

what could be an early form of plastic such as Bakelite (or perhaps inclusions of material culture post-

dating the abandonment of the site). In 003, a clawfoot, a buckle, and a series of handles were removed, 

perhaps indicative of a laundry area or stove. The claw foot is approximately 20 cm long, possibly once 

belonging to a stove or early washing machine (see Figure 14). The handles were most likely to a kettle 

or other utilitarian object. Finally, the buckle appears to be potentially part of a belt buckle. As will be 

discussed in each trench, the objects that were discovered became obviously associated with clothing or 

a workspace that involved laundry or cooking.  

Table 2: Table of Context Depths for P15 

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

000 Open 7.26.19 19 34.8 19.8 31.8 26.8 

001 Open 7.29.19 22.2 39.8 25 35.2 31.8 

002 Open 7.30.19 24 34.5* 22.5* 37.1 29.4* 

003 Open 8.2.19 30.5 42.7 25.2 42.7 37.8 

003 Close 8.9.19 33.8 49.1 32.4 46.2 42.1 

*Denotes user error possibly owing to shifting from hand tapes to total station measuring.  
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P14: 
Beginning on 8/6/19, Trench P14 was chosen as a continuation of P15, P13 and Q14 after all three 

trenches yielded interesting archaeological information. Considering the stone deposits of Q14, the brick 

of P15, and the lack of brick or stone for the most part in P13, it seemed necessary to continue 

excavation to clarify what was located between these trenches. 

P14 generally exhibited some of the stone that was also observed in Q14, as well as much of the brick 

deposits that were also evident in P15, especially in the Eastern half of the trench as we continued 

digging. There was a large amount of material culture, including objects that were most likely related to 

the scullery (pottery in particular) located throughout the trench, and particularly in the west. Like P15, 

P14 started with 000 (10YR 3/2), which was topsoil and the grass roots. 001 (10YR 2/2) was the deposit 

below the grass roots, but still comprised the dark color characteristic of topsoil. 001 showed a large 

amount of the materials recovered. The soil became more compact with a slight color change, which 

prompted a shift to layer 002 (10YR 3/2). Layer 002 had a large number of bricks as well as significant 

deposits of charcoal. Finally, the composition of the layer changed to a more rocky, compact layer, 

which we labelled 003 (10YR 3/2). Layer 003 was arbitrarily stopped due to time restrictions, but still 

appeared to have significant quantities of charcoal and other material culture (glass, brick, ceramic, and 

metals).  

 

Figure 15: Final image of P14 on the last day of excavation. The amount of field stones found in this trench is obvious and 
significant.  

In terms of material culture uncovered, there was a large amount of ceramics early on, including 

stamped pottery in 000 and 001, corresponding to some of the stamped pottery discovered in P13 

(Figure 17). The bricks, which became evident in 002 and 003 most obviously, seem to show a 
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continuation of the general matrix of P15 into P14, and perhaps a collapse deposit from a chimney or 

the walls of an out-building.  

Table 3: Table of Context Depths for P14 in cm 

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

000 Open 8.6.19 19.8 33.5 14.7 17.7 22.6 

001 Open 8.6.19 21.9 33.8 15.3 24.1 23.3 

002 Open 8.7.19 25.5 34 19.5 26.5 25.5 

003 Open 8.8.19 26.5 39.7 21.2 33.9 31.9 

003 Close 8.9.19 29.3 44 25.3 37.6 37.7 

 

P13: 
Starting on 7/29/19, Trench P13 was an early trench, intended, like P15, R15, Q14, and P11, to simply 

show as much of the area as possible in a limited amount of time. P13 in particular is just to the east of 

the well and the elevation incline associated with the well. Nevertheless, it began as relatively flat with 

no obvious remains on the surface level, unlike P15, Q14, and R15 which both showed some sort of brick 

or stone surface remains. 

Beginning with 000 (10YR 2/2), there were relatively few materials at first. In fact, for 000, we seem to 

have only recovered one ceramic sherd, a whiteware in line with the other pottery we’ve seen on the 

site. As we shifted to 001 (10YR 2/2) after the grass was removed, however, we saw an explosion of 

material culture and the appearance of some interesting stones of a significant size. These, at first 

glance, appeared to be in line with the large surface stone of R15, and later on the stone deposits of 

Q14. In 001, we uncovered our first pottery stamp of the season (Figure 18), a Royal Ironstone China 

stamp that dates to approximately the 1910’s. We proceeded to find numerous stamped pieces of 

pottery, all dating between 1890 and the 1910’s, along with connecting pieces of pottery sherds. It 

became clear that 001 was a significant deposit of pottery and the area surrounding it may hold large 

amounts of ceramic as well.  

We switched the context to 002 after an evident soil change (it became rocky and compact) and color 

shift (10YR 3/1). Pottery continued to flow from the trench, as a large, scalloped basin was recovered. 

The context also exhibited stones in the eastern half (some floating, some apparently atop others), 

which corresponded to an axis of stones going from P13 to Q14 to R15. This may be an architectural 

feature, and the excavation of Q14 made that most obvious. We noticed a compositional shift in the soil 

and changed the layer to 003 (2.5Y 4/2), which still had some ceramic, charcoal, and small metal objects. 

Charcoal was evident in 001, 002, and 003, showing similarities to P14’s 002 and 003, as well as P15’s 

002 and 003. Considering this, it may be the case that P13 simply didn’t have as much collapse debris on 

its surface and initial deposits, showing the rough edge of the brick collapse, for instance. More 

excavation is needed to clarify this, but it is a first step. The trench was arbitrarily ended very soon after 

opening 003, awaiting further excavation in 2021.   



Frost Town Archaeology: 2019 Field Season 21 
 

 

Figure 16: Final image of P13, exhibiting a large flat stone and rubble deposit extending into Q13. 

 

Figure 17: Alfred Meakin Ironstone China In Situ in Q13. 
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Table 4: Table of Context Depths for P13 in cm 

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

000 Open 7.29.19 12 15 9.5 14.5 9.5 

001 Open 7.30.19 14 20 10.5 13* 16.5 

002 Open 8.2.19 19.9 24 17.5 20.7 17.4 

003 Open 8.5.19 22.5 24 20.5 20.7 18.3 

003 Close** 8.9.19 22.5 24 20.5 20.7 18.3 

* Denotes user error possibly owing to shifting from hand tapes to total station measuring.             

** Denotes lack of closing heights for 2019 season. P13 was left alone after only light excavation in 003 

after 8.5.19. 

 

Figure 18: Alfred Meakin’s Royal Ironstone China pottery stamp found in P13 001. This stamp dates to approximately the 1890’s. 

P11: 
Trench P11 was opened on 7/29/19 in order to again provide as much spatial coverage as possible 

within the established grid as possible during the short two weeks of excavation during the field school. 

P11 had on its surface a small brick concentration, and what appeared to be a cement or cement-like 

floor surface in the southeast portion of the trench. This cement or hard-pact floor-like surface, would 

be known as 002 eventually. Layer 000 (10YR 3/2), was excavated initially with few pieces of material 

culture. There was some glass, some metal nails, and some brick pieces. 000 immediately came down on 

the cement surface, which was defined and left intact. The rest of the trench was cleared of grass and 

roots. 

After the clearing of the roots and a change in soil composition and color, 001 (10YR 3/2) was 

established and excavated. The cement surface was established as 002 and appeared to have a relatively 

flat edge extending along a NE/SW axis. 001 exhibited a large amount of material culture, including 
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brass objects, metal nails, ceramics, bone, and charcoal bits, similar to P13’s 001. While there were 

some small pieces of brick, it was not particularly evident in the deposit. There was a large 

concentration of metal in particular on the western side of the trench, as well as another potential piece 

of very old plastic (possibly Bakelite like P15).  

 

Figure 19: Image of P11 with the cement floor (002) intact. This image shows the end of layer 003. The cement floor was 
subsequently removed. 

Eventually the soil matrix changed, displaying 003 (10YR 4/3). It became clear after a few days of 

excavation that 003 corresponded with the layer immediately below 002, and so the cement floor was 

excavated. This was largely done in response to damage that had been wrought to the floor. Only brick 

fragments were recovered in the 002 layer. In retrospect, the area underneath 002 should have been 

separately designated as a distinctive layer. In future excavations, we will make sure to do that. 

Layer 003 spanned the entire trench and included large quantities of glass and melted glass in particular. 

Charcoal was also present, along with bits of ceramic and some metal (not nearly as numerous as 001). 

There was one large metal spike at the south edge of the trench and brick scattered throughout. A large 

amount of material culture was collected and a soil change was noticed, prompting us to create 004 

(2.5Y 4/3). Layer 004 had more bricks, a large quantity of glass, ceramics, and some metals. 004 also had 

a small button and some more potential plastic. Earthenware and milk glass were prominent. 004 was 

arbitrarily ended on 8/9/19. 
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Figure 20: Closing image of P11. North is the top of the image and here you can see in right of the image the continuation of the 
cement floor (which once was above the brick debris pictured). 

P11 was particularly interesting for its cement floor. This could have been a preparation surface, a floor 

from the inside of a shed or out-building, or something completely different. What was clear was that it 

was placed on top of deposits that had artifacts and also continued into Q12, which was excavated later 

on. This is obviously a man-made architectural feature, but more excavation is needed to understand it. 

P11’s objects are also interesting for the prevalence of glass at such a distance from the foundation of 

the house (approximately 6-7 meters). It again showed a similar matrix as layers in P13, and excavation 

of Q11 or P10 in particular should tell use so much more.  

Table 5: Table of Context Depths for P11 in cm 

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

000 Open 7.29.19 5.5 12 1 8.5 16 

001 Open 7.29.19 8.7 14.1 3.6 7.9 16 

002 Open 8.7.19 - - - 9.9 - 

002 Close 8.7.19 - - - 10.9 - 

003 Open 8.1.19 16.8 18.1 12.6 10.9 19.1 

004 Open 8.5.19 17.9 23.5 14.7 18.5 21.9 

004 Close 8.9.19 37.9 38.4 19.8 24.6 27.9 
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Figure 21: The Harris Matrix of P11, comparatively complex 

Q14: 
Trench Q14 was opened on 7/26/19 as part of the original five trenches. Q14 was part of the Wheeler-

Kenyon Box Grid methodology that dictates the excavation of every other square in a grid. At the 

surface, Q14 exhibited some stones, which was promising for excavation. We began with layer 000 

(10YR 2/2), which had some pieces of pane or flat glass, metal, and some bricks. After the removal of the 

initial surface layer and a slight compositional shift, we changed the layer to 001 (10YR 3/2). It became 

clear while excavating 001 that the rocks that were on the surface were much larger than we anticipated 

as well as part of a network of rocks, potentially as part of a foundation wall. 001 also had a large 

amount of material culture, exhibiting ceramics, bone, metal (including a metal hook, see Figure 22), as 

well as brick around the stone and concentrated in the eastern part of the trench. The ceramics of 001 

also exhibited a stamped example.  

As the trench progressed, the color and texture of the soil changed, resulting in a layer shift to 003 (10YR 

4/2). Small charcoal was found in 003, a metal handle of some sort was also discovered, and pieces of 

glass, brick, metal, and other material culture was also discovered. What was most significant about this 

trench was that the stones on the surface became larger, then clearly appeared on top of other stones 

as the layers were excavated, indicating to us that Q14 did in fact exhibit a foundation wall of some sort. 

This was coupled with the observation that brick was generally found on top or to the side of the large 

quantity of stones. Excavation was impossible beyond 003, but we opened Q13 in response to the 

presence of these stones and the manner in which they potentially extended into Q13.  
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Figure 22: Iron hook found in Q14 001.  

 

Figure 23: Final image of Q14. Notice the concentration of stones in the center of the trench. 
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Table 6: Context Depths for Q14 in cm 

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

000 Open 7.26.19 31.8 34.4 13.1 32.2 25 

001 Open 7.29.19 33.8 37 25.8 37 32.9 

002 Open 7.31.19 42.5 47.3 32.4 43.3 41 

002 Close 8.2.19 43.1 50.8 40.4 49.1 34.1 

 

Q13: 
Trench Q13 was opened on 8/5/19 in response to the success of Q14 and P13. Given that Q14 exhibiting 

a potential wall foundation, coupled with P13, which showed numerous artifacts and some stones on 

the eastern extent, Q13 became an obvious next step as the trench may help indicate whether P13, and 

by extension P14 and P15 were inside an out-building or some sort, or outside of one. Simultaneously, 

with the cement floors exhibited in P11 and Q12, it became important to find out if that was somehow 

related to the potential wall in Q14 as well, again as inside or outside of some sort of structure.  

 

 

Figure 24: Final image of Q13, showing the rubble filled deposit, potential cement floor, and a sounding that was carried out in 
the top right corner to determine the depth of the rubble. 
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Q13 began without much visible on the surface, again with 000 (10YR 4/2). It soon became clear that the 

trench showed a rocky wall collapse as well. 000 immediately exhibited a metal hook, other metal 

objects, ceramics, and glass. Very soon into the clearing of roots and grass, the soil color and 

composition shifted and we created 001 (10YR 2/2). The excavation of 001 exposed a large amount of 

objects, including metal, brick, ceramic, glass, and charcoal. There were a large number of metal nails 

and large ceramic sherds. The ceramics seemed similar to those found in P13. The continuation of the 

rubble also became much more clear in Q13, showing an axis extending from Q14 into Q12, possibly 

abutting the concrete evident in Q12. Unfortunately, we did not find many traces of the rubble wall in 

Q12, which may have to do with the rubble deposit’s shape or the speed with which Q12 was excavated.  

Eventually the context was changed to 002 (10YR 4/2) after a change in color and composition. Brick and 

some artifacts were recovered from 002, though the area was defined by the presence of the rubble 

deposit seen in Q14. There appeared to be a context shift in the northeast corner, though we did not 

change layers given its size and time constraints. That may represent another part of the rubble 

foundation or the interior of a wall. Excavation was halted on 8/9/19 due to time constraints. We most 

likely reached the end of the excavation, however, given that the rubble of the potential foundation 

spread across the unit. We would like to open up R13 and potentially R12 before excavating Q13 

further.  

 

Figure 25: Trenches P13, P14, Q13, and Q14 facing west. P13 is in the top left corner of the image and ample rubble deposits can 
be seen in P14, Q13, and Q14. 
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Overall, the biggest takeaway from Q13 is that the wall in Q14 seems to continue. It is not clear how, 

given the fact that the wall was not observed in Q12. Opening up P12 and R12 will help clarify this, as 

well as possibly R13 in 2021. This is perhaps of highest priority, as it represents the best potential for the 

architecture of an out-building discovered in 2019.  

Table 7: Context Depths for Q13 in cm 

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

000 Open 8.5.19 14 38.3 15.8 30.2 23.8 

001 Open 8.5.19 19 38.6 15.8 31.2 23.8 

002 Open 8.8.19 30.6 39.2 23 31.6 24.4 

002 Close 8.9.19 27.2* 48.1 23.9 35.6 24.3** 

*Denotes user error, possible the result of shifting bricks or stones, indicating no level change.                                                        

**Denotes acceptable instrument (<5mm) error that is indicative of no change.  

Q12: 
Trench Q12 was opened on 7/31/19 to further clarify P11 and the cement floor that was discovered in 

that trench. It was clear that Q12 had a bit of the cement floor on its surface and could help clarify the 

shape of the feature. Later on, Q12 also became important for understanding Q13’s rubble extension of 

Q14. Starting at 000 (10YR 4/2), Q12 first had bricks in its initial deposit. The team quickly switched to 

001 (10YR 3/2) after clearing the grass and noticing a slight change in the soil composition and color. In 

001, the crew discovered metals, ceramics, brick, charcoal, and bits of glass. A coin was also found in 

001, which dates to 1903 (see Figure 26).  Bits of stoneware, glass bottles, and a glass button were 

found in the trench. Glass buttons were discovered in multiple trenches, again indicating the existence 

of a scullery or laundry area.  

 

Figure 26: Penny found in Q12 001 dating to 1903. 

With a soil composition change, the layer was changed to 003 (2.5Y 4/2). 002, like in P11, was again the 

concrete floor, which was excavated after a few days of excavating 003 when it became clear that 002 

was sitting atop 003. 002 did not exhibit any remains and was located on the southern side of the 

trench, roughly with a limit that formed an axis running east-northeast at a slightly different angle to 

002 in P11. The two trenches made the angles appear as though there was a corner of the concrete floor 

near the intersection of P11 and Q12.  
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Figure 27: A selection of nails from Q12. Nails were quite common in these trenches, as other trenches display hundreds of nail 
examples.  

 

 

Figure 28: Final Image for Q12, showing a sparse trench. It is possible the excavators did not noticed a rubble or cement floor as 
is clearly evident to the north and south of the trench. 
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003 exhibited a lot of ceramics, glass, brick, bone, charcoal, and metal objects. The ceramics were again 

similar to Q14 and P13, and a dark blue glass bead was discovered. Stoneware was uncovered again, 

along with a whiteware ceramic handle and lead objects that appeared to have slits on them. Patterned 

glass was also uncovered. The objects recovered from 003 represented a large mix of domestic objects 

in particular, though all partial and potentially indicative of refuse.  

The soil matrix shifted again and 004 (2.5Y 4/3) was established. 004 immediately exhibited glass 

buttons along with ceramics. 004 was the final layer of 2019 campaign, though it appeared that we had 

reached a potentially sterile deposit. Overall, Q12 served its purpose in identifying the extension of the 

concrete floor, though further excavation of R12 and possibly Q11 is needed to understand this feature. 

Q12 did not so much help clarify Q13, as the rubble that may be a wall foundation found in both Q13 

and Q14 was not present in Q12. There may have been a small portion of it in 001 and 003 that was 

removed during excavation on the northern side of the trench. Even if that was the case, the bits of 

rubble in Q12 would have just been a corner of the deposit from Q13, as it did not seem to appear in the 

central or southern portion of Q12. 

Table 8: Context Depths for Q12 in cm 

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

000 Open 7.31.19 17.8 30.8 19.2 24.7 26.6 

001 Open 8.1.19 18.7 31.9 18.8* 26.8 25.4** 

002 Open 8.5.19 - - - - 22*** 

002 Close 8.5.19 - - - - 28.6*** 

003 Open 8.2.19 25.6 34.4 21.3 27.1 30.4 

004 Open 8.6.19 32.9 35.8 28.1 32.6 36.4 

004 Close 8.9.19 40.9 46.7 39.2 44.6 49.1 

* Denotes acceptable instrument (<5mm) error that is indicative of no change.                                           

** Denotes user error possibly owing to shifting from hand tapes to total station measuring.                  

*** Measurement is not the literal center of the trench, but the center of the layer. 

 

Figure 29: Harris Matrix of Q12 (identical to P11). 

R15: 
R15 was opened with the idea of exploring as much area as possible in the short amount of time we had 

on site. As such, R15 was the eastern most trench in our grid system during the archaeological field 
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school. It also exhibited a large stone block, likely granite from the nearby creek. The stone was on the 

surface partially in both R15 (on the west side of the trench) and Q15, and exhibited a relatively 

rectangular and flat surface. We hypothesized that this stone was hewn and indeed could be either a 

building block for dry stone masonry or a stepping stone for a path. We decided to investigate further. 

After an initial 000 (10YR 3/2) deposit that featured metal and glass fragments, 001 was a dark, 

bioturbated deposit with a large amount of bricks and stones (10YR 2/2). We slowly removed some of 

these bricks as part of 001. During excavation, we uncovered another large flat stone in the northwest 

portion of the trench roughly in line with the other surface stone. These stones also formed a rough line 

that intersected the stone deposits exhibited in Q14, possibly indicating a wall or path going southwest 

from the southeastern edge of the house foundation. 001 was rich with charcoal, metal and other 

artifacts alongside the brick. It also became clear during 001 that the large stone on the surface of the 

trench exhibited shim stones underneath it to level the stone. That could mean the stone was part of a 

pathway or a foundation. The purpose is not clear, but the shim stones were clearly anthropogenic.  

002 was the deposit located underneath 001 in the trench. It was also located beneath 003, which I will 

return to below (also see the Harris Matrix below). 002 was a compact, dark soil matrix (10YR 2/2) that 

exhibited numerous bricks and a large amount of material culture, including partially preserved leather 

shoes (Figure 30). The trench also yielded ceramics and large number of other artifacts related to 

clothes (such as shoe tacks and buttons). Bricks and small shards of glass were also numerous.  

 

Figure 30: Remnants from a shoe from R15 being processed in the lab at Brockport. 
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Figure 31: Final image of R15. North is the top of the image. A large paving stone can be seen here.  

 

Figure 32: R15 (front right) in the context of the other trenches. Here you can also see the shims placed underneath the paving 
stone seemingly intentionally. 
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003 (10YR 2/2) was a deposit located underneath the second potential paving stone described above. 

The stone was lifted during the archaeology camp and the deposit underneath was separated from 001 

as it was hypothetically undisturbed. It was a small deposit that yielded similar material culture to 001 

and 002. It is technically located atop of 002. 

While still unclear, the numerous architectural features that were part of the trench show us that the 

trench does span some sort of ruination episode. It is unclear exactly how this came about, but the 

numerous bricks mixed in with material culture, along with the potential axis that is formed with the 

stones in particular (and their apparent anthropogenic placement) hints at a complexity that can be 

further elucidated with future excavation. 

Table 9: Context Depths for R15 in cm 

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

000 Open 7.29.19 44 56.7 46.5 45.8 43.7 

001 Open 7.30.19 44.8 59.1 43.9* 55.8 51.3 

002 Open 8.2.19 44.7** 58.7** 51.1 59.1 50.9** 

002 Close 8.9.19 64.1 86.5 59.7 86.2 86.8 

003 Open 8.5.19 - - - - 55.4*** 

003 Close 8.5.19 - - - - 60*** 

* Denotes user error possibly owing to shifting from hand tapes to total station measuring.                                                    

** Denotes acceptable instrument (<5mm) error that is indicative of no change.                                       

*** Measurement is not the literal center of the trench, but the center of the layer. 

 

Figure 33: Harris Matrix for R15 

S24: 
Trench S24 and T25 were part of our Family Archaeology Day work. In order to facilitate families 

excavating given the expected number of participants, we opened the two trenches on the northeast 

side of the house foundation. Being on the north side of the foundation, we did not expect to find many 

objects, but it did allow us to have an “advanced” trench for families to work in during the event. We 

also did not want to open two trenches in the old system, so we made sure to align these trenches to 

our newly established grid. 
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Figure 34: Final image of S24 after Family Archaeology Weekend. 

S24 was excavated to gain a better idea of the area immediately to northeast of the foundation. In fact, 

it was intended to potentially highlight the edge of the foundation itself. In placing this trench, we were 

hoping to come down on a portion of the rubble wall foundation or portions thereof, potentially 

showing the edge of the structure’s walls and its eastern extent. As the table below shows, we 

excavated the initial 000 (10YR 3/2) layer, followed by a 001 (10YR 4/1) layer with a slightly different soil 

consistency. As we only had 2 days to excavate, 001 was only briefly investigated. We did not see a shift 

in context, though we did begin coming down on some stones in the southwestern corner of the trench. 

Further investigation should tell us more. Both deposits yielded an encouraging amount of ceramic and 

metal, though these elements were much more numerous in 001. In fact, layer 001 had a much more 

diverse set of materials (metal, ceramic, bone, glass, and other), though most of these materials were 

architectural. Our team concluded that indeed S24 overlapped with the foundation wall, though further 

excavation of this trench is needed to clarify the extent of this.  

Table 10: Context Depths for S24 in cm 

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

000 Open 9.14.19 25.8 32.3 11.8 14.8 15.4 

001 Open 9.15.19 27.6 32.3 14.6 17.6 19.3 

001 Close 9.15.19 30 33.8 23.9 23.2 31.1 
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T25: 
T25 was intended to potentially expand our understanding of S24, while creating a second space for 

families to excavate during the Family Archaeology Weekend. T25, like S24, had a loamy 000 (10YR 4/2) 

layer, followed by a 001 (10YR 3/4) layer that had slightly different soil composition. T25 did not have as 

many artifacts as S24, at least at the depths we reached. The only consistent materials were bits of 

metal and glass (most likely window panes). T25 was also only excavated for two days and was thus 

arbitrarily stopped at 001 on 9.15.19. Although further excavation is needed to say for certain, T25 did 

not appear to continue the wall foundation stones found in S24.  

Table 11: Context Depths for T25 in cm 

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

000 Open 9.14.19 35.3 41 33.2 35.3 40.7 

001 Open 9.15.19 39.3 44.1 35.3 41.2 42.8 

001 Close 9.15.19 41.3 50.8 37.6 45.2 45 

 

 

Figure 35: Final image of T25. 

Other Trenches Excavated: 
As part of the field camps and Family Archaeology Weekend, a few of the trenches that are on the old 

alphabetical system were also re-opened. These included Trenches E, H, I, and J/K, which is two trenches 

that were merged into one (J is a 1x1m and K is a .5/.5m trench, and for the purposes of clarity below, 
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will be separated for their trench depths). The trenches were begun at an arbitrary layer of 004, as the 

trenches have been dug in 2017 and 2018 numerous times, ending at the layer designation of 003. E, H 

and I are located at a diagonal from one another (similar to a box grid) and J/K is located just a few 

meters to the east. All of these trenches are on the northern side of the house, between the foundation 

and the road where there are numerous artifacts, but relatively little stratigraphy or potential for 

structures. We saw this as the perfect place to have students dig who were less sensitive to the 

intricacies and not quite mature enough for fieldwork.  

Trench E was the most disturbed, as we actually filled it with backfill from previous years to provide a 

starter trench to our youngest participants, though it still yielded some artifacts without any real 

context. Trenches H and I exhibited some objects (glass and metal primarily), and J/K yielded a healthy 

number of pottery, glass and metal fragments. J/K possibly offer the best insight into the home, as 

objects such as an axe head found in 2018 were located in this trench. E, H, and I all exhibited one shift 

from 004 to 005 simply due to the fact that 004 was excavated in August and 005 in September. J/K 

exhibited two shifts, one being arbitrary (August vs. September date), and the second, from 005-006, in 

order to account for a soil composition change with rockier soil.   

Context # Date NW Corner NE Corner SW Corner SE Corner Center 

E 004 Open 8.14.19 64.1 62.1 62.7 58.7 66.5 

E 005 Open 9.14.19 65 65.6 63.7 61.6 69.1 

E 005 Close 9.15.19 65.3 67.9 66.1 63.5 72.8 

H 004 Open 8.14.19 54.8 49.1 57.3 50.1 58.1 

H 005 Open 9.14.19 57.2 55.3 54.1* 67.9* 71.3* 

H 005 Close 9.15.19 59.4 57.5 64.8 60.1 68.9 

I 004 Open 8.14.19 68.9 69.8 64.5 62.7 69.7 

I 005 Open 9.14.19 72 70.4 64.7 62.7 72.9 

I 005 Close 9.15.19 73.6 72.3 66.3 66 74.2 

J 004 Open 8.14.19 24 23 30.5 38 22 

J 005 Open 9.14.19 40.1 43.9 34 34.4* 42.8 

J 006 Open 9.15.19 44.3 51 38.2 37.1 48.1 

J 006 Close 9.15.19 46.8 50.8** -*** 42.8 48.7 

K 004 Open 8.15.19 32 32 34 30.5 32 

K 005 Open 9.14.19 33.5 39 33.9** 32.5 39.1 

K 006 Open 9.15.19 39.3 40.7 39.2 38.2 42 

K 006 Close 9.15.19 40.5 43.3 41.5 -*** 44 

* Denotes errors that likely occurred because of placement of measuring rod in trench. Trench H, for 

instance, was a very deep bathtub.                    

** Denotes acceptable instrument (<5mm) error that is indicative of no change.                                       

*** Measurement was not taken as J and K were combined as one trench and the point was lost.   
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Figure 36: Trench I from Family Archaeology Weekend. 

 

Figure 37: Final image of Trench J/K. K is the small 50x50cm trench on the west of the larger trench J.  
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Section III: Laboratory Work 
As part of Frost Town’s field school, we set up a functioning laboratory in the basement of the nature 

center welcome building. This space offered us the ability to clean and analyze our artifacts, which was 

generally carried out in the afternoons on excavation days as well as during inclement weather. As part 

of the laboratory processing, we not only focused on the materials from 2019, but also those from years 

past, especially at the beginning of the field season.  

After the end of the field school, all the materials associated with the excavations at Frost Town were 

brought to SUNY Brockport’s Anthropology Department laboratory. Over the course of the 2019-2020 

school year, Emily Russell and Emily Yahn continued the cleaning, cataloguing and analysis of the frost 

town remains under the direction of Dr. Smith. Because of the COVID-19 crisis, we were not able to fully 

catalogue the remains from 2019, but we did succeed in finishing the cleaning of our excavated remains. 

It should also be noted that in Spring 2019, Rani Gill also worked in the anthropology lab analyzing 

remains from the 2017 and 2018 seasons at Frost Town. 

 

Figure 38: The team in the lab during our first day of excavation. 

The team also created a new database system for the analysis of remains along with a new workflow for 

analyzing and documenting objects for the 2019 season. This new database system was created by 

Michael Garth and is explained in more detail below. The workflow was as follows: 
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- Excavation proceeded with the bagging of different types of material culture, broken into 

alphabetical categories. A is for metal, B is for Brick, C is for ceramic, D is for glass, E is for Bone, 

and F is for Other. In the process of excavation, we also designated A1 bags for diagnostic metals 

and A2 bags for non-diagnostic metal bits. Some ceramics were also bagged individually if they 

exhibited a stamp or were particularly fragile, then placed in the C bag.  

- Bags were based on trench, context, and day. All bags were placed in a “master bag” for the 

specific, trench, context and day. 

- Objects were then brought to the lab and placed in a “to be washed” bin. They were 

subsequently washed (ceramic, brick, glass), dry brushed (metal and bone), or left to dry (in the 

case of leather and some other F materials). 

- After drying, the objects were then placed in a box labelled “to be processed” or what we called 

“in-between-o.” Any labels that were dirty or damaged were re-written and any bags were 

replaced as needed. We continued the “master bag” system and retroactively implemented it to 

maintain consistency. 

- When we were then ready to process, the objects were counted, weighed, and measured based 

on individual context, date, and material type. Diagnostic objects (ceramic and metal) were then 

described and labeled with individual numbers.  

- The objects were then placed in the “finished” or what we referred to as the “finito” bin.  

- Object photography was done ad hoc for the 2019 season but is intended to be at the end of the 

process after objects enter the “finito” bin.  

The new workflow was great for handling the object data, though also thorough and thus time 

consuming. We managed to get to the washing and drying stage for all objects, but as of August 2020, 

we are still processing objects from the 2019 season. Object photography is slated to take place along 

with the conclusion of processing during the 2020-2021 school year and at the beginning of the 2021 

field season. Only the objects encountered in the new grid system were subjected to this workflow and 

the detailed analysis it entailed. The older trenches (E, H, I, and J/K) are being processed with the system 

implemented by Dr. Smith and Rani Gill to analyze the 2018 and 2017 field results. 

The database that was created for frost town by Michael Garth essentially broke down each individual 

category of object based on trench and date, and allowed the team to count, weigh, and document any 

diagnostic or noteworthy pieces. It also provided a structuring mechanism for the labelling procedure 

with diagnostic objects. For instance, diagnostic objects are labelled in a system that is not tied to the 

exact context, but to a sequential number assigned to the object during processing. The object’s 

number, which appears as FTA19 P15 C22, for instance denotes the 22nd recorded ceramic in database 

system. By cross-referencing the system, if the ceramic were ever lost, the object could be again 

associated with its context. The trench name remains on the object, helping to clarify any confusion, 

though the number 22 does not denote the 22nd ceramic in P15. Only diagnostic metal, glass, and 

ceramic pieces were recorded in this manner, which means there are two separate numbering systems 

(for A, C, and D designations). We may change this methodology in 2021 to be specific to the trenches. 

FTA Legacy Data Lab Work:  
Along with analyzing the newly excavated material, a portion of our group, led by Bekah Leathersich, 

also was involved in documenting previous excavation years. While the 2017-2018 Hall Residence data 

has been inputted in a rudimentary database, there exists undocumented artifacts from 2004, 2012, 
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2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 (Hiram Abbey Site), and 2018 (Hiram Abbey Site). These objects only currently 

have their bags to differentiate their status. We also do not know for certain which years excavated 

where, a process which we are hoping to reconstruct as we continue to excavate. These bags and years 

are associated with Family Archaeology Weekends and the summer camps, and thus represent different 

staff members and different recording styles. We hope to continue sifting through this material to clarify 

what is from when and where.  

As part of the 2019 season, we were able to document the 2004, 2012, and 2018 (Hiram Abbey Site) 

seasons. The other seasons all present rather large amounts of data which will take multiple years to sift 

through. Briefly, 2004 was a small bag of potentially mislabeled finds from three different trenches 

(labelled 3, 5 and 7). This could have been part of the Hall Residence, but it is impossible to know. The 

2012 finds were more professionally labelled, obviously with arbitrary trench designations (labelled 

Surface; 987N, 1008E; 988N, 1009E; and 990N 1002E). The objects appear to be from the Hall 

Residence, and with those measurements, we should be able to construct where they are from based on 

the scars of the site. Finally, the 2018 data was from the Hiram Abbey Site, excavated as part of the 2018 

RMSC Archaeology Summer Camp under the direction of Chris Matagne. The trenches were broken 

down into alpha-numeric designations (AT2A, AT2B, AT2C, AT2D, and Around AT2D). These trenches can 

be reconstructed based on Chris’ notes. The objects from all four years were re-bagged and stored 

based on their materials in the manner in which FTA’s materials are designated (A for metal, B for brick, 

C for Ceramic, and so forth). Where available, these objects were also further differentiated by bagging 

based on date as well. 

All objects from previous excavation were analyzed and will continue to be analyzed in the system 

created by Rani Gill and Dr. Smith for the 2017-2018 season at the Hall Residence (then labelled the 

Frost Hill Road Site). This is essentially a more basic database and workflow system than the one utilized 

in 2019, owing to the general lack of data from many previous excavations. The 2004, 2012, and 2018 

(Hiram Abbey Site) data was processed using this method in the lab at the Cumming Nature Center by 

Bekah Leathersich and with the expert input of Rani Gill.  

Lab Work Carried Out at Brockport’s Anthropology Lab: 
Currently, all the objects for Frost Town, including the legacy objects, are being housed at SUNY 

Brockport’s Anthropology Department laboratory. Over the course of the 2019-2020 school year, Emily 

Russell and Emily Yahn of SUNY Brockport continued to wash and analyze the objects from the 2019 

season. While much progress was made, including the completion of object cleaning, not all of the 

objects were analyzed and placed into the database system. That also means that many objects await 

diagnostic number designations and labels as well. We hope to complete this process during the 2020-

2021 school year. Kaitlin Adams interned with the objects in the fall of 2020, documenting a majority of 

the 2019 season. As of February 2021, all artifacts have been weighed and measured, and most of the 

objects have been photographed. Once the entirety of the 2019 season has been processed, a longer lab 

report will be published with artifact weights, counts, and diagnostic pieces.  
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Figure 39: Kaitlin Adams photographing objects in Fall of 2020. 

 

Figure 40: Cecelia DeMallie, Emily Yahn, and Emily Russell in the Lab in the Fall of 2019. 

As part of the 2019-2020 school year, we also digitized all the documentation found at the Cumming 

Nature Center, located in a file box labelled “CNC History” into PDF form. This was carried out over the 

fall semester of 2019 by our student workers in the Anthropology Office, allowing us to view deed 

records and general histories written of the CNC in digital form. In fall of 2019, we also had a high school 

student, Cecelia DeMallie listen to a series of tapes recorded by Christopher Clarke in the early 1980’s of 

various Frost Town residents. Cecelia was able to take notes on the tapes from Dr. Clarke, including 
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some information on who occupied the Hall Residence in its final days. These tapes, along with others 

recorded by Mary Shedlock, are in the process of being transcribed and analyzed for material regarding 

the archaeological remains on the Cumming Nature Center property. In the 2020-2021 school year, we 

plan to digitally copy these recordings, restore any recordings, and continue the transcription process.  

Data Storage Practices: 
Starting in the lab at the Cumming Nature Center and continuing into the lab at Brockport, we have 

instituted practices for digitizing and backing up all of our data. Our site photos, databases, reports, and 

digitized historical documentation are located on an external hard drive dedicated to Frost Town 

Archaeology and backed up both on Dropbox and on Dr. Smith’s office computer. We have also created 

a website (Frosttownarchaeology.com), where our season reports, publications, and certain databased 

documents will be available for download. 

Section IV: Conclusion and Future Directions 
The 2019 Frost Town Archaeology season was by all accounts a success. Given the amount of time we 

had in the field and the number of new protocols we had to create to make this project statistically 

sound, the amount of information we already have and organization of the data speaks to the 

dedication and ability of the project’s staff and students. In particular, the volunteers of Frost Town are 

worth mentioning as absolutely essential to the running of our inaugural field school. Without them, this 

would not be possible.  

Broadly speaking, our excavation seems to have uncovered the remains of a scullery or outdoor kitchen 

in our P, Q, and R trenches. What is absolutely clear is that there is a large concentration of artifacts 

related to shoes and domestic duties (which could include laundry or cooking). The space could be a 

summer kitchen or laundry area, which were common in the 19th and early 20th centuries. The area we 

excavated was also conveniently located next to the site’s well, making water access very easy.  

What is not as clear is the nature of the space itself within the P, Q, and R trenches. We saw a lot of 

evidence of brick falls, debris from building materials, and some hints at potential rubble foundations 

(Q14 and Q13 in particular) as well as concrete preparation floors (P11 and Q12). With architectural 

features in many of the trenches, we still don’t know exactly how they are connected. Because of this, it 

is recommended that we continue excavating the area around these features, in particular units Q11, 

R14, R13, P12, and R12. In 2021, we will decide whether to continue excavating our unfinished trenches 

from 2019 or embark on these new trenches to clarify the relationship of the architectural features. 

Once those architectural relationships are established, we will be better able to say what we are looking 

at behind the Hall Residence.  

In terms of Trenches S24 and T25, they appear to be more straightforward. S24 is particularly interesting 

in defining the outer foundation wall on the northeast corner of the Hall Residence foundation. T25 is 

comparatively less interesting, but both trenches are basic enough to allow us to use them for public 

archaeology events. It may be worth expanding these trenches to S26 or even U24, though they remain 

a second priority for the understanding the hall site.  

In terms of goals for the future, we have a few different scales with which we are operating. Below is a 

break down of these goals: 

Goals for Lab Work 2020-2021 School Year: 
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- Finish the database input of archaeological finds from 2019 

- Complete object photography of artifacts from 2019 

- Begin object photography of artifacts from previous years 

- Begin object analysis for objects from 2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017 (Hiram Abbey Site) 

- Convert cassette tape interviews to digital files and begin transcription 

Goals for frost Town Archaeology 2021 (Lab): 

- Finish any remaining database input from 2019 (if not finished during AY 2020-2021) 

- Finish any remaining object photography from 2019 (if not finished during AY 2020-2021) 

- Finish washing for 2020 objects 

- If time, start processing unfinished legacy data 

Goals for Frost Town Archaeology 2022 (Field): 

- Continue defining the features observed in FTA 2019 by opening trenches at Q11, P12, R13, R14, 

and or R12.  

- Complete a total station survey of all trench scars from previous excavations. 

- Clean the house foundation and attempt to identify the walls 

- Carry out photogrammetry of the house foundation 

- Begin a total station survey of the house foundation stones 

- Draw the in situ architecture of the house foundation 

- Begin clearing the house foundation of rubble (if total station and photogrammetric surveys 

have taken place) 

- Isolate areas near S24 and T25 for excavation for RMSC archaeology campers and future Family 

Archaeology Weekend events 

- Create an integrated archaeology camp with Frost Town Archaeology supervisors as counselors 

In 2022, we plan to return for a three-week season, focusing primarily on excavation and architectural 

survey, though with some continued, limited shovel test trench operations. In so doing, we hope to 

expose more of how the last residents of the Hall Residence lived, as well as the stratigraphic links to 

previous generations of inhabitants at the site. Ultimately, we hope to continue unpacking the 

importance and prominence of the Hall Residence in the now abandoned Frost Town, understanding the 

interpersonal forces within the town as well as the ecological impact the town’s industries had on the 

surrounding area. Eventually this will include expanding excavations to other portions of the Cumming 

Nature Center property, though for 2022, we will continue to uncover the mundane yet evocative 

aspects of early 20th century life at the Hall Residence. 
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Figure 41: The team in front of the Frost Town historical marker on the last day. 
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Figure 42: Dr. Smith waving goodbye to the 2019 season before backfilling the trenches.. 
 


